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At June 1st 2019, a memorable year when the name
of the era changed to Reiwa, our company was embarking
a new stage of the centennial anniversary of the founding.
With appreciation to our customers, business acquain-
tances, stockholders, and supporting persons in the re-
gional community for all their guidance and kindness, in
addition to expressing gratitude to our predecessors who
had created the history of the Krosaki Harima Group, we,
all the concerned as the board members, employees, labor
unions and corporate alliances set forth a new step for-
ward hand in hand to the next 100 years.

Our company, making steady progress toward
aiming “quality first” as “the technology-oriented Krosa-
ki”, was born by an opportunity to meet two persons of
Mr. Kenjiro Matsumoto who is a top businessman in the
Yasukawa-Matsumoto financial conglomerate and Mr.
Sunao Kora who was an engineer in charge of technical
development of the refractories manufacturing in the gov-
ernment-managed Yahata Steelworks. Since foundation of
the company, we have continued to support the modern
steel industries in both Japan and world with the policy of
“quality first”, and greatly contributed to them by our con-
tinuing efforts on the technical developments.

This journal, our company’s bulletin, “TAIKA
ZAIRYOU (Refractory Materials)”, which was first issued
in 1936 by Mr. Sunao Kora, a founder of the company, has
been read by generation after generation of researchers for
exploring 83 years history as the Japan’s earliest founded
bulletin on the field of refractories. It owed largely to the
efforts of all the guest contributors from industrial and ac-
ademic fields all over the world, the in-company contribu-
tors and the successive members of an editorial committee
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of the journal. We would like to express our sincere grati-
tude for all the persons concerned.

Since foundation in 1919, our company has contin-
uously supported the manufacturing industries in Japan
which is basis of the society through producing and selling
the refractories for materials industry represented by the
iron and steel manufacturing industry with our company
policy of “providing our products with better quality,
quicker delivery and lower cost”. Furthermore, we have ex-
plored various new possibilities by applying our ceramic-
and heatrelated technologies on the fields of design and
construction of high performance, energy-saving industri-
al furnaces, and development and manufacturing of fine
ceramics which are essential in advanced applications for
the semiconductor and electronic components industries.
However, our company in the past has faced to the diffi-
culties again and again coinciding with times of social and
economic upheavals in Japan. Since our company came
through the crises by our predecessor’s hard fighting and
strenuous efforts for each time, we could greet a hundred
years anniversary as the world’s prominent integrated re-
fractories manufacturer.

I was appointed to the president at the 101st years
from foundation. The present world economic situation is
changing bewilderingly, reformations of the management
system compatible to new age have been pursued in not
only our refractories industry but also in the steel industry
as our major customer. Under such circumstances, we
would like to intensify development of human resource as
the most important property of the enterprise, and to pur-
sue further advancement and globalization of technologies
to achieve a sustainable growth through the mission “Pro-
vide No.1 Value to Customers Worldwide”. At first, in do-
mestic market we will contribute industries by forming the
further strong and competitive organization with the tech-
nologies and trust relationships with our customers nur-
tured in both refractories and furnace business segments as
the core. At the same time, to develop further our compa-
ny, we will promote the overseas business developments
more progressively than before and expand further the ce-
ramics business segment with targeting semiconductor
and electronics components industries expecting the
growth of the market in near future.

“Inheriting technologies nurtured over a century
for the future”, we, Krosaki Harima Group have deter-
mined to grow and develop further to be an essential enter-
prise in not only Japan but the global society.

Finally, asking you a favor to support and guidance
more than ever before, I would like to close preface greet-
ing with extending my sincere gratitude.



